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This past January, Andre the Giant returned to attend his father Boris’ 
funeral. The Giant spent several weeks with his family, mourning their 
patriarch’s death. Then, before he was scheduled to return to the States, 
tragedy struck the man who seemed so invincible. 

In the early morning hours of January 27, Andre the Giant was found 
dead in his hotel room. He died in his sleep from apparent heart failure at 
the age of 46. 

His death came as a resounding shock to the world, especially to those 
privileged enough to have known him well. Andre the Giant will be re- 
membered as a man who was enamored by friends, fans—even his foes. 

His memory, like his physical presence, remains awesome. Anyone who 
ever saw Andre—either live or on television—will never forget the sight of 
the giant Frenchman stepping over the ropes, doing away with his oppo- 
nents and waving to his legions of admirers. Before his emergence in the 
World Wrestling Federation, the wrestling community had never seen any- 
one like Andre the Giant. And, sadly, they never will again. This issue of 
Spotlight is a very special one, a tribute to Andre the Giant. 


Thomas H.W. Emanuel 
Publisher & 
Editor-in-Chief 
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n January 27, 1993, the 

world mourned the 

tragic loss of Andre the 

Giant, the most recog- 

nizable athlete in the 
history of professional sports. 
He leaves behind a legacy that 
millions will fondly remember 
for generations to come. 

Andre was a perennial com- 
petitor in the World Wrestling 
Federation. His ring style was 
as legendary as his monolithic 
size. His winning streak was 
one of the longest on record. 
He suffered few losses during 
his illustrious 12-year tenure in 
the Federation. 

Andre’s battles against the 
Federation’s top superstars will 
go down in the annals as some 
of most memorable matches in 
Federation history. 

In his early days, Andre took 
on some of the biggest and 
most feared athletes of their era: 
Killer Kowalski, Don Leo Jon- 
athan, Killer Khan, George 
“The Animal” Steele, Set. 
Slaughter and many others. His 


tlis Life & 
Times In 
The Ring 


By Lou Gianfriddo and Keith Elliot Greenberg 


match with Don Leo Jonathan 
was one of his first major events 
in North America, selling out 
the Montreal Forum. It helped 
establish him as a superstar. 
The Giant was such an in- 
timidating force that two or 
more wrestlers often took on 
the task of attempting to van- 
quish him. Nothing worked. 
Andre was the king of both the 
handicap match and the battle 
royal. In fact, no competitor— 
active or retired—has ever 
come close to approaching his 
record of battle royal victories. 
By the mid-1980s, the Giant 
was considered a living legend. 
Every superstar who came to 
the Federation wanted a piece 
of him. Take Big John Studd, for 
instance. Studd was a massive 
warrior, almost as tall and 
mighty as the Giant. In 1985, 
these two monsters collided at 
the original WrestleMania in 
New York City. Studd’s reputa- 
tion as a one-man wrecking 
crew, didn’t bother Andre. He 
battled Studd, who was man- 


aged by Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, and triumphed before 
the largest audience ever to wit- 
ness a World Wrestling Federa- 
tion extravaganza at the time. 

A year later, at WrestleMania 
2 in Chicago, the Giant once 
again triumphed—this time in 
a grueling battle royal that 
included top Federation super- 
stars and athletes from the 
National Football League, such 
as Chicago Bear William “The 
Refrigerator” Perry and Atlanta 
Falcon Bill Fralic. In the end, 
the Giant stood as he always 
did in battle royals: tall, proud 
and victorious. Interestingly, he 
won the match by eliminating a 
young Bret “Hit Man” Hart, 
who, as everyone knows, went 
on to capture the Federation 
Championship last fall. 

At that time, Andre was 


loved by millions around the 
world. “The Boss,” as he was 
known, understood the name 
of the game in wrestling is the 
acquisition of championship 
gold. Being a competitive ath- 
lete, the Giant realized that the 
World Championship Belt was 
the ultimate achievement in a 
profession where only the truly 
dominant prosper. 

To this end, Andre hired 
Heenan as his manager and, at 
WrestleMania III in 1987, chal- 
lenged Federation Champion 
and former friend Hulk Hogan. 
The match took place at the Sil- 
verdome in Pontiac, Michigan, 
before 93,000 people, an in- 
door-attendance record that 
stands to this day. In addition to 
the masses at the Silverdome, 
millions more witnessed the 
epic clash on closed-circuit 
television and pay-per-view. 

The match, say countless 
Federation fans, was one of An- 
dre’s best. Several times, he 
came within a hair’s breadth of 
pinning the Hulkster’s shoul- 


ders to the canvas for a three- 
count. However, fate wasn’t on 
the Giant's side that evening. 
When the smoke cleared, the 
Hulkster did what no other ath- 
lete before him was able to do: 
He pinned and defeated Andre 
the Giant. 

The defeat didn’t sit well 


At the first WrestleMa- 
nia, the Giant defeated 
Big John Studd, who 
was almost as massive 
as Andre. At Wresile- 
Mania 2, Andre won 
the battle royal that in- 
cluded top Federation 
superstars and athletes 
from the NFL. A year 
later, Andre the Giant 
and then-Champion 
Hulk Hogan battled at 
WrestleMania Ill. Over 
93,000 fans came to 
the Silverdome to wit- 
ness the bout, while 
millions more watched 
on pay-per-view and 
closed-circuit TV. Wres- 
ileMania Ill marked 
the first time Andre 


was ever pinned. 


with Andre. During the remain- 
der of 1987 and into 1988, An- 
dre plotted his strategy. He 
waited for his chance. He 
scouted the Hulkster, looking 
for weaknesses, for flaws in his 
wrestling style and for the right 
moment to strike. 

The Giant challenged Hogan 
once again, and their rematch 
was seen on prime time that 
February before a record-break- 
ing live television audience on 
NBC. The titans traded heavy 
blows, big elbows and clothes- 
lines. In the end, Andre used a 
belly-to-belly suplex to attain 
what many had deemed impos- 
sible: He was awarded a pin 
over Hulk Hogan for the covet- 
ed Federation Championship. 
However, many observers felt 
the pin was a questionable one. 

In the controversy that fol- 
lowed the classic matchup, An- 
dre relinquished the belt to the 
Million Dollar Man Ted DiBiase 


as part of a deal worked out by 
the crafty Heenan. It spurred 
additional controversy. Presi- 
dent Jack Tunney examined the 
rulebook and determined that 
the title can’t be transferred to 
anyone. In addition, it was dis- 
covered that the referee for the 
contest was in Ted DiBiase’s 
pocket. Tunney vacated the title 
and established a tournament 
between the top contenders to 
be held at WrestleMania IV in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Because Andre and Hogan 
were the last two competitors 
who wore the gold, they were 
given a bye and squared off in 
the first match of the quarter- 
finals. During the altercation, 
Andre and Hogan went at one 
another like caged tigers. They 
butted heads. They punched. 
They kicked. They went for the 
jugular. Despite the fury of 
combat, neither man relented, 
and as a result each earned 
himself a disqualification. 

At that point, Andre evaluat- 
ed his options. He realized he 
had competed in the singles di- 
vision for a while—and with 


stunning, worldwide success. 
He wanted a new horizon and 
decided to try his hand at tag 
team action. In 1990, he joined 
forces with Haku, a Polynesian 
brute who is one of the tough- 
est athletes ever to set foot in 
a ring. Collectively, they were 
known as the Colossal Connec- 
tion and, in early 1990, cap- 
tured the World Wrestling 
Federation Tag Team Title from 
Demolition, Ax and Smash, in 
Huntsville, Alabama. 

The Connection, managed 


Andre wasn’t finished 
with Hulk. He finally 
struck in February 
1988 during a rematch 
live on NBC. One of the 
largest prime-time au- 
diences in history 
tuned in to see Andre 
defeat Hogan. Andre 
had made a deal with 


Ted DiBiase and sold 


him the belt. President 
Tunney vacated the ti- 
tle, and the Giant and 
Hulk Hogan wrestled 
again at WrestleMania 
IV. They were both dis- 
qualified. In 1990 An- 
dre joined forces with 
Haku and captured the 


title from Demolition. 


Andre and Haku, the 


Colossal Connection, 
were not meant to be 
champions long. De- 
molition reclaimed the 
belis ad WrestleMania 
VI, and Andre dissolved 
his business relation- 
ship with Haku and 
Bobby Heenan. Andre 
was determined to 
eradicate Heenan. To 
this end, Andre ap- 
peared at ringside at 
WrestleMania VII and 
blasted Heenan’s then- 
protégé Mr. Perfect. 
This was to be Andre’s 


last WrestleMania. 


by the Brain, were fighting 
champions. They defended the 
title against the best competi- 
tion the Federation had to offer. 

However, the Connection hit 
a snag at WrestleMania VI. Be- 


fore 67,000 fans live at Sky- 


Dome in Toronto, Canada, and 
millions more watching on pay- 
per-view, the Connection was 
bested by the former champi- 
ons in a return match. After- 
ward, the Giant, realizing that 
Heenan had led him astray, 
fired him and once again em- 
braced the fans—the throngs 
who loyally supported him 
arund the world. 

The Giant was determined to 
be a thorn in Heenan’s side. 
Take WrestleMania VII, for ex- 
ample. During an Interconti- 
nental Title match between 
then-champion Mr. Perfect and 
the Big Boss Man in Los Ange- 
les, the Giant sat at ringside and 
kept a close eye on Heenan. 
Perfect took offense at Andre’s 
presence and tried to antago- 
nize the big man. It wasn’t a 
prudent move. Andre lashed 
out and nearly decapitated Mr. 
Perfect with several rights to the 
jaw. Looking back upon that 
moment, Perfect says, “I think 
Andre was trying to knock 
some sense into my head.” 

Andre, as it turned out, never 
appeared in another Wrestle- 
Mania. He had competed in 
the rough-and-tumble world of 
the ring for two decades and 
decided to take a sabbatical. 
He traveled the world, making 
new friends everywhere and 
reacquainting himself with old 
ones. He also tended to his cat- 
tle ranch in North Carolina and 
just relaxed. Andre enjoyed his 
last years to the hilt. 

With the passing of Andre 
the Giant, an era ends in the 
World Wrestling Federation. 
But his mighty exploits in the 
ring will be remembered for 
generations to come. W 
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Andre the Giant made an indelible mark on his millions of fans and 


ally on the athletes and officials here in the World Wrestling 


especi 


Federation. Their own words provide us with a rare insight into the 


heart of this gentle Giant. 


ne of the most important measures of a man’s life is how he is remembered by his friends and colleagues. The personal 
memories that past and present World Wrestling Federation superstars have of Andre the Giant stand as a moving 
memorial and tribute to this truly unique man. 

Andre had tremendous impact on the men who earn their living matching muscle and brains under the searing lights of 
the squared circle. Ask anyone who wrestled him; the physical impact was thunderous. But Andre the Giant also had an emo- 
tional influence on at least two generations of ring greats. 

Spotlight asked superstars of past and present to describe their own remembrances of Andre, what it all meant to them and 
their profession. Almost to a man, the 
same words were spoken. Generous. 
Fun. Athleticism. Strength. Kindness. 


WE 
And, as another article in this maga- 
zine discusses, heart. 


“His heart was as big as the man 
was,” says Typhoon. = 
“He was a generous man who 
liked to do things for other people,” 
says Rene Goulet, Andre’s one-time 
tag team partner. 
Andre loved good times, especially 
when he could share them. He was al- p Mal 
ways the first one to pick up the tab. 
“He was a person who enjoyed life, T | 
loved to have fun and wanted to see 
other people have a good time,” says was 
Mr. Perfect, who at the-age of 12 met " 
Andre for the first time. 
Listening to Andre’s fellow 
wrestlers, one learns that he was a 
deeply reflective, observant person 
who took a long time to make friends 


with someone new. Typically, they 
say, the process took a year for Andre 


to judge a person’s true personality Typhoon 


1 SSS ee 


and values. “He could spot a pho- 
ny a mile away,” says Arnold 
Skaaland, the former Golden 
Boy, who once served as Andre’s 
road manager. 

During downtime on the 
road, Andre loved to play cards, 
and this was one of the times he 
observed people around him. 
“When he played cards,” says 
Goulet, “he listened.” 

“Playing cards with Andre was 
one way to get to know him,” 
says Hacksaw Jim Duggan. 

Once a friendship was estab- 
lished, it was firm. “When he 
liked you, he liked you,” says the 
Big Boss Man. 

“He was a big, friendly giant, 
and I will miss him,” says Bret 
“Hit Man” Hart. 

Raymond Rougeau was 17 
when he met Andre and remem- 
bers how he often helped other 
W a wrestlers in financial trouble. 

Andre never made a show out 

He Was d hig of helping others. “He was a 
| humble man,” says Goulet. 

Py Py Mr. Perfect describes how An- 

dre refused the use of a private 

dressing room, which—given his 


fame—was offered to him. “I 


“Playing cards 
with Andre was 
one way {0 gel 
tO Know him.” 


Hacksaw Duggan 


a s a T | don't understand why they want 
their own dressing rooms,” the 
will miss HIM. Giant told Perfect, who adds, 
“Andre wanted to be in the main 
dressing room with other 
wrestlers. He loved wrestling and 
felt he belonged there.” 
Still, there were times when 
3 Andre wanted to be alone. That 
Bret “Hit Man” Hart was difficult. “He could never 
have a private life,” says Rougeau. 
“He was too recognizable. Unlike Andre, I could go unrecognized and keep out of 
the public eye when I wanted to, and it made me realize just how important it was 
to be able to have a life of my own.” 

Sgt. Slaughter recalls that Andre had to distance himself from people at times to 
seek privacy. That caused people who did not know him well to suspect he was un- 
friendly, which was far from the truth. “It wasnt that he didnt like people,” says 
Slaughter. “There just were times he wanted to be alone.” 

Slaughter says that the first time he didn’t feel like the biggest man around was 
when he met Andre. The Sarge is one of many wrestlers who believe Andre did not 
know his own strength and that in his prime he could have excelled at any sport. 

“Tf he had played football, he would have been one of the greatest,” says Slaughter. 

Macho Man Randy Savage has similar sentiments. “If he played football, he 
could have been the whole defensive line. Andre was the toughest man I ever wres- 


“If he had played foothall, 
he would have heen one q 
of the greatest.” aye 


Sgt. Slaughter = i iso 


“He was my best friend. | 
| can't helieve he's not here. 


Arnold Skaaland 


tled. When you wrestled him, you 
could feel the power in him. It was an 
unbelievable experience.” 

An anecdote from Mr. Perfect sug- 
gests the colossal strength of Andre: 
“When I was just starting out as a 
wrestler, I offered to drive Andre from 
Portland, Oregon, to Seattle, Washing- 
ton. I didn’t have much money so my 
car was a wreck. It had a flat, and I 
found the jack had a part missing. But 
I was able to take off the lug nuts. An- 
dre backed up to the car and lifted it 
up while I put the tire on. He didn't 
know how strong he really was.” 

Slaughter, the first man to slam An- 
dre twice, says the Giant could endure 
tremendous pain. “Once,” says Slaugh- 
ter, “I went for a suplex on Andre. I 
lifted him up, and my knees collapsed. 
He fell head-first onto the canvas. The 
whole arena could hear the noise. I fig- 
ured that he must have been hurt. 
Then I heard this deep, booming 
laugh. “Ho, ho, ho.’ I think everybody 
in the arena heard him.” 

Beyond his physical attributes, An- 
dre’s love for his profession and all the 
things that he did for it earned him re- 
spect bordering on reverence from his 
ring colleagues. 

“I don’t know anybody who has 
done more for wrestling than Andre 
the Giant,” says Mr. Perfect. “He rep- 
resented wrestling in every part of the 
world with great credibility.” 

“He always respected our profes- 
sion,” says Tito Santana. “He was a 
leader, and we all looked up to him.” 

_ Tito is one of the many stars who 
say that Andre influenced their person- 
al approach to the ring. “He taught me 
that what you get out of wrestling is 
exactly what you put into it.” 


“He exposed me to a whole new level of wrestling,” says Jim Duggan. 

“Andre-was the first really big man and one of the first wrestlers I ever watched,” says Typhoon. “I wanted to learn to 
move the way he could and do some of the things he did in the ring.” 

Many wrestlers consider facing Andre a benchmark of their careers. The Big Boss Man once teamed with Hulk Hogan 
against Andre and Haku. “It was the highlight of my career,” he says, adding, “I'll always remember it.” 

“Wrestling Andre is an honor Ill never forget,” says Randy Savage. 

Arnold Skaaland, now a Federation official, will never forget Andre. The two seemed inseparable on the road. “He was my 
best friend,” says Skaaland. “I can’t believe he’s not here.” 

As this writer was closing his interviews about Andre, Mr. Perfect sought him out. “You may want to add to your article 
that I’m really the only guy who could beat Andre at cribbage,” said Perfect, with a smile. Among his fellow wrestlers, Andre 
was considered one of the best cribbage players of all time. Perfect was goofing. It was the kind of joke Andre appreciated. 
One could almost hear his rumbling laugh. “Ho, ho, ho.” Wr 


“Andre hacked 
up to the car 
and lifted it up 
sites While | put the 
tire on.” 
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Mr. Perfect 


“He always 
respected our 
profession.” 


El Matador 
Tito Santana 


Few have faced Dracula and survived. Now it’s your turn! Based on Columbia 
Pictures’ blockbuster thriller, Bram Stoker's Dracula for the Sega CD goes 
straight for the jugular. Digitized scenes from the movie, 3-D graphics and 
incredible CD sound plunge you deep into dungeons infested with spiders 
and packs of bloodthirsty rats. You'll battle your way through seven 
terrifying levels, from the treacherous mountains and forests of 
Transylvania all the way to Castle Dracula. And just like in the movie, 
Dracula will attack as a bat, a vicious wolf, even an old man. But 
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A. UNDERTAKER™ WALL HANGING 

Our newest wall hanging is sure to make a deadly 
addition to any room. 40° x 45° purple 100% acetate 
silkscreened. Made in USA. 11-00115 $9.95 each 


B. FOAM URN 

Add our foam urn to your collection of unearthly 
Undertaker memorabilia. Features signatures of the 
Undertaker and Paul Bearer™ and hand opening to wave 
on your favorite World Wrestling Federation® Superstar 
to victory. 27-00128 $7.95 each 


C. UNDERTAKER™ FOAM TOMBSTONE 
The same tombstone you see fans waving on your 
favorite World Wrestling Federation® TV shows can now 
be yours. Constructed of 100% polyurethane foam, 
ghoulish enough for Halloween or year-round fun. 
Complete with foam base for easy displaying. 

27-00122 $7.95 each 


D. UNDERTAKER™ T-SHIRT 

The World Wrestling Federation's Grim Reaper appears 
through the darkness on this 50/50 poly/cotton black T- 
shirt. Machine washable, made in USA. 

Priced at $15.95 each 
01-01005 - Small 01-01006 - Medium 
01-01007 - Large 01-01008 - X-Large 


THE 
UNDERTAKER™ 
Weight: 326 pounds 
From: Death Valley 
Birthday: Unknown 


Trademark finishing 
move: The Tombstone 


Known for: Burying his 
opponents alive 


Favorite quote: "Rest 
in peace..." 


Titles held: World 
Wrestling Federation 
Championship Title 


E. UNDERTAKER™ POSTER 
Full color, 23" X 35" 10-O0252 ......sccsoseeonceces $5.95 each 


F. UNDERTAKER™ BASEBALL HAT 


All will be in awe when you wear our Undertaker baseball 
hat. In black, made of 100% cotton twill, features the 
Undertaker's logo. Adjustable to fit all, made in USA. 
02-O0 158 So iicesasssscutivessntsescisseescrucuereoneeid $11.95 each 


G. NEW! UNDERTAKER™ YOUTH 
PAINTER'S CAP 


The newest in Undertaker headwear is grim enough for % 
fans up to age 12. 100% cotton with elastic insert. 
Imported: O2-OOTG7 ic... ..ccc-eeccsesasnscnsoutenvonsne $5.95 each 


H. UNDERTAKER™ TEDDY BEAR 

Rest in peace as you snuggle up with this soft, 100% 
acrylic plush teddy bear. Dressed in traditional 
Undertaker garb. Our exclusive import. 

16-00165 5. coerce notes $19.95 each 


|. UNDERTAKER™ TUMBLER 

Drink up your own brew with this 7-0z. acrylic tumbler. 
Features the Undertaker, non-toxic glittery liquid and 
spooky spiders floating within the double-wall 
construction. Hand wash only. Imported. 

19-00132 ioc cecsisdieessece celeste atest $4.95 each 


J. REST IN PEACE T-SHIRT 
This 100% cotton oversized T-shirt is deadly enough for 
you to wear all day or when the lights go out. Features a 
seemingly larger-than-life image of the Undertaker. 
Machine washable, made in USA. One size fits all. 

O1-O0 SBS: vo. cscesscsssccensescees scorecards $19.95 each 
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A. NEW! BRET "Hit Man” HART™ WALL 
HANGING 

Now you can decorate your room with your favorite 
Hart-throb. This 100% acetate neon pink. wall hanging 
measures 40" x 45" and is great for decorating walls, 
windows and for framing. Made in USA. 

UU $9.95 each 


B. BRET "Hit Man" HART ™ T-SHIRT 

Bret Hart's image is "splashed" on this white 50/50 
cotton/poly T-shirt. For a hot look, team the shirt with 
Bret's sunglasses and wristbands sold on page 5. 

PRIGCC deo iclececsesstetereetnereeee $15.95 each 
01-01009 - Small 01-01010 - Medium 
01-01011 - Large 01-01012 - X-Large 


C. BRET "Hit Man" HART ™ BEAR 

Add this "Hart'-warming bear to your collection. 
Complete with Bret Hart's sunglasses and wrestling 
gear. 15°, made of 100% soft acrylic plush. Our 
exclusive import. 16-00159 ...........cccsce $19.95 each 


D. BRET "Hit Man” HART ™ WRISTBANDS 

Deliver the look of a real sharpshooter when you wear 
Bret's wristbands. Each set includes two wristbands in 
Bret's signature colors. Machine washable, made in 
USA. 03-Q0139 .....cccssserosccessesessosssscstesess $5.95 each set 


E. BRET "Hit Man” HART ™ OVERSIZED 
T-SHIRT 

Our neon pink oversized Hit Man tee is perfect for fans 
of all ages. Made in the USA of 50 cotton/50 poly, wear 
it as a nightshirt or to the beach and pool along with our 
Hit Man sunglasses sold below for a look with Hart! 


One size fits all. 01-O0604 oo... esseseneeene $19.95 each 
F. BRET "Hit Man” HART ™ POSTER 
Full-color, 28:x35 10-00253............._. $5.95 each 


G. BRET "Hit Man" HART® NEON PINK 
SUNGLASSES 

Bret "Hit Man" Hart's sunglasses now come in hot pink! 
Made with a tough, scratch-resistant mylar coating, they 
block out 99.7% ultraviolet light. Adjustable strap. 


Made in USA. 17-00125 .occcccsccessserstsecesnscess $5.95 each 
ae BRET "Hit Man" HART ™ OVERALL 
PRINT T-SHIRT 


Whether coming or going, all will have the Hit Man in 
their sights when you wear our newest Bret Hart T-shirt. 
This striking overall print is 50/50 cotton/poly and 
machine washable. 01-01127 ........-s:sssse0 $19.95 each 


BRET "Hit Man" 
HART ™ 


Weight: 234 pounds 


From: Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada 


Birthday: July 2 


Trademark finishing 
move: Sharpshooter 


Known for: Having 
excellence of execution in 
the ring 


Favorite quote: "The Hit 
Man's got you in his 
sights, baby.” 


Titles held: World 
Wrestling Federation 
Championship Title, 
Intercontinental Title 
(two times), co-held Tag 
Team Title (two times) 


SATISFACTIO 


UARANTEE 


SUES 


Weight: 303 pounds 
From: Venice Beach, CA 
Birthday: August 11 


Known for: Being a hero to millions 
of Hulkamaniacs the world over 


Favorite quote: "Train, say your 
prayers, eat your vitamins and 
believe in yourself." 


Titles held: World Wrestling 
Federation Championship Title 
(four times) 


MACHO MAN RANDY 
SAVAGE® 

Weight: 245 pounds 

Birthday: November 15 

From: Sarasota, Florida 


Trademark finishing move: Elbow 
off the top ropes 

Known for: His polished ability and 
killer instinct 

Favorite quote: "Oh yeah! Dig it!" 
Titles held: World Wrestling 
Federation Championship Title 
(two times), Intercontinental Title , 


nt \ : 
Sa # d, 
MACHO MA 
RANDY SAVAGE 


From: (please print) 


Thank You 
For Your Order 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
P.O. Box 6789 

Stamford, CT 06904-6789 

USA 


Here's How to Order 


Please print clearly. 


Complete order form; add shipping/handling charges. Mail your order, 
along with a check or money order for the full amount made payable to: 


> 


World Wrestling Federation? 
Merchandise Department 
Post Office Box 6789 
Stamford, CT 06904-6789 
USA 


Or charge your purchase to VISA or MasterCard. Fill in the credit card information clearly. 


Shipping 

and Handling 

Please add - for 

Orders Totaling USA 
Up to $20.00......... $3.95........$7.00 
$20.01 to $35.00.....$4.95........$9.00 
$35.01 to $50.00.....$5.95.......$11.00 
$50.01 to $75.00.....$6.95.......$13.50 
$75.01 to $100.00... $7.95...... $15.90 
$100.01 to more......$8.95...... $17.90 


Canada 


International Orders* 
Minimum Order: $50.00 


cnn A face Air - For 

Su : 7 
Shipping and Handling ing and Handlin 4-6 Week Delivery __ Faster Delivery 
for Orders Totaling Please ADD Please ADD 


$ 50 to $100 $ 30 
$101 to $200 $50 
$201 to $300 $ 60 
$301 to $400 ............. $40 seavscecsseee: $ 80 
$401 to $500... G50) ccaisnesartvve $100 


*Recipient responsible for customs fees and any 
applicable taxes. For orders over $500.00 or for 
express mail service, please call for shipping fees 
and instructions. 


¢ Express Service ¢ 
For orders shipped within the USA only, add $18.00 extra to shipping and handling charges. 


— On Occasion - 


Prototype samples are used in photography and may vary slightly from the 


final product you will receive. 


exchange the item. 


Federation® Guara 


If not completely satisfied, we guarantee the return of any merchandise in this 
catalog only in original condition for an exchange or a refund of the purchase 
price. Please enclose a brief note explaining why you want to return or 


Ship to: Titan Distribution Center, 100 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT 06907, USA 


@Registered trademark of TitanSports, Inc. ICOPRO™ and ICOPRO™ Professional Bodybuilding Program are trademarks of 
TitanSports, Inc. ©1993 TitanSports, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 
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Delivery Date: 4 to 6 weeks 


Wr if oy rs 
\ In US; q . : . GL = . . m/ a“ : 5 WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® Minimum Order: $6.00 
“KX To Viv | oF | < \ | LIVE EVENT TICKET OR MYSTERY All prices are in U.S. Dollars. 
. A : ; er Prices valid through July 15, 1993 
GIFT WITH YOUR ORDER* PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


MERCHANDISE CATALOG 


Ordered by: Check if you are a new customer [=] Ship to: (If different) 


Name Birthdate Name Birthdate 


Street Address AptANOs == ars, StheetyAddneSs) xa ee 


AptaNox = 
City State 


City State 


Country Zip 
Daytime Phone (__) sd Home Phone 7 ae Sees Zi 


include area code) In case we need to contact you about your order 


Die ea 
ran: DESCRIPTION QUANTITY] pRice | TOTAL 


99-00101 Mystery Gift (with any order of $50.00 or more) FREE 
99-00103 FREE Wr LIVE EVENT TICKET* “Se cotrmor) FREE 


METHOD OF PAYMENT (Sorry No C.0.D.'s) Please do not send cash or stamps. Subtotal fe 


Check or Money Order cs VISA [| MasterCard [ ae 


Shipping & Handlin 
account. LT 1 1 TT TTTITITTITITIITII III ex art on ote ae) 
CT Residents ie | 


Expiration Date Signature ADD 6% Sales Tax S 
*Instructions: Upon receipt of your merchandise order of $75.00 or more, the World Wrestling Federation Merchandise Department will send you one complimentary pass. Exchange this pass for one ticket to a G rand Total S 
(U.S. Dollars Only) 


World Wrestling Federation event of your choice 
Note: This pass is NOT valid at a fund-raising event under the sponsorship of a local charitable organization; also, this pass is NOT valid at SummerSlam®, Survivor Series®, Royal Rumble® or WrestleMania®. 
This pass has no cash value and may not be sold. One complimentary pass per order. Valid in the USA and Canada only. NOTE: Items are not necessarily shipped together. 


INTEGRATED CONDITIONING PROGRAMS 


muscle mass and definition in just nine weeks. 
You too can benefit from this incredible program. 
Order the ICOPRO” Professional Bodybuilding 
Program today! 

Lt 3 i on ner <2 $99.95 


ICOPRO” Tank Top - Regularly $15.95, 
now only $5.00* with your purchase 

of the ICOPRO”™ Professional 
Bodybuilding Program. 


01-00973........cc0000 $5.00 
*Can be purchased separately for $15.95 each. 


ICOPRO”" - Integrated Conditioning Programs, maximum 


90-00103 


m 90-00104 


90-00105 


ee A 


Wr Gift Certificates ; 


ee 90-00102 


Available 
pea... $10.00 
a ee $15.00 
Bea sctiseccnee $20.00 
beng. eon $25.00 

. 3 ca ie 


A. HULKAMANIA™ BANDANA 

The latest in Hulkamania headwear is this 22" x 22" 
cotton/poly blend bandana. Packaged with step-by-step 
instructions on how to wear it just like the Hulkster™. 
Machine washable, made in USA. 

03-D0133 .....eesssccseseeeesesnsesessesesssnnnaseeeecennnennnassees $5.95 each 


B. HULKAMANIA™ HAND-CUT T-SHIRT 
Hulkamania will live forever on this classic hand-cut T-shirt. 
50/50 cotton/polyester blend in yellow, with a bold 
Hulkamania logo, machine washable. Made in USA. 

Priced ate $15.95 each 
01-00876 - Small 01-00877 - Medium 

01-00878 - Large 


C. HULK HOGAN™ COMMEMORATIVE 
POSTER 


Full-color, 23° X 35° 10-O0236 .........--.sssescssenese $5.95 each 
D. MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE® POSTER 
Full-color, 23°% 35’ 10-OO237 osc ce csesccuees $5.95 each 


E. MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE™ 
BANDANA 

Macho Madness headwear prevails with this bright purple, 
black and white 22" x 22" bandana. Printed with the Macho 
Man's own famous words, "Oh Yeah," this cotton/poly blend 
bandana comes complete with tying instructions. Made in 
USA® O8-00194 cee cree $5.95 each 


F. MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE™ T-SHIRT 

Pair the latest in Macho Man apparel with the bandana sold 
above for a totally "Savage" look! This white 50/50 
cotton/poly blend T-shirt is machine washable and 
American-made. Priced at...........ssccecesesse $15.95 each 
01-01001 - Small 01-01002 - Medium 

01-01003 - Large 01-01004 - X-Large 


G, MR. PERFECT™ POSTER 
Full-color, 23° X 35° 10-O0257 ........---eeseessetsee: $5.95 each 
H. MR. PERFECT ™ T-SHIRT 


You'll be on the road to perfection when you wear this 
50/50 cotton/poly heavyweight T-shirt. Features Mr. 
Perfect's image on a vibrant red, machine washable T-shirt. 
Made in USA. Priced at 0... :cc cece $15.95 each 
01-01082 - Small 01-01083 - Medium 
01-01084 - Large 01-01085 - X-Large 


I. STEINER BROTHERS™ 
T-SHIRT 

Be proud to display your favorite fraternal 
duo on this 50/50 heavyweight cotton/poly 
T-shirt. Machine washable, made in USA. 
PHICOG AU sosccccse ces sceecer ecerceoe $15.95 each 
01-01121 - Small 
01-01122 - Medium 
01-01123 - Large 
01-01124 - X-Large 


Weight: 257 pounds 
Birthday: March 28 
From: Minnesota 


Trademark finishing move: Perfect- 
plex 


Known for: Being one of the best 
technical wrestlers in the World 
Wrestling Federation 


Favorite quote: "Now that's 
absolutely perfect!" 


Titles held: Intercontinental Title 
(two times) 


THE STEINER 
BROTHERS™ 


Weight: Rick - 247 pounds 
Scott - 263 pounds 
Birthday: Rick - March 9 
Scott - July 29 


- From: Detroit, Michigan 


Trademark finishing move: Rick - 
Steinerline; Scott - Frankensteiner 


Known for: Being one of the best up- 
and-coming tag team duos in the 
World Wrestling Federation 


Favorite quote: 

Rick - "When we win, we win the 
match for ourselves and old U.M." 
Scott - "We wrestle every match as 
if it's our last. We don't want to 
win, we need to win." 


Titles held: none 


he ae history of the World Wrestling 
) within this 160-page hardcover book. Inside 


ing se ete detail mega match-ups. A true 
lector’s item. 89-00164 oe peeeenreesteseoeee $15.95 each 


utton. Safety ae back. Made i in USA. 
ee ...$2.95 each 


k between matches with our 9- -0z. acrylic 
royal blue with a vibrant two-sided World 
on logo, top-rack dishwasher and 
9-00126 ........ $7.95 each 


MANIA™ WRISTBANDS 

o flex your pythons when you wear our 

wristbands. Featured in Hulk's signature 

| includes two wristbands. Machine 
in USA. 03-0035 ...........$5. = ne set 


007 i X-Large 
AN RANDY SAVAGE™ 


neon unaase are perfect for the — 


. Imprinted with the 


side ockets, web. handles and 
just le shoulder strap. In black with a 
o-sided wes ees Federation 


CALL TO ORDER 


(203) 353-2800 


H. WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
SUPERSTAR PLACEMAT 

Our Superstars make mealtime fun with this heat- 
resistant, easy-wipe-clean placemat. Features full-color 
photos of Macho Man Randy Savage, Hulk Hogan, 
British Bulldog and Undertaker. Imported. 


49-0136 ii..30cisccsnecseeicie ica eee $2.95 each 

|. PLASTIC CUP SET IV 

Back by popular demand! Collect your favorite World A 

Wrestling Federation Superstars on our fourth series of D aS 4g 
four giant 32-oz. fluted plastic cups. Includes Macho 

Man Randy Savage, British Bulldog, Natural Disasters™ Vv V 
and Big Boss Man™. Top-rack dishwasher safe. Made 

im USA. 19-DOTS crenerrrsrrnnsrnnsesn $4.95 per set SATISFACTION 
J. SUPERSTAR WALL CLOCK GUARANTEED 
Don't miss a minute of action with the World Wrestling yN a 
Federation Superstar wall clock. 10° diameter, requires iS <q 
one AA battery (not included). Boxed for gift giving. V VJ 
$B-OO108 si. ceccccscsccscazesscaeceveernecorecteercbeeueesees $11.95 each 


K. LOGO BASEBALL HAT 
Headlining our World Wrestling Federation collection is 
this 100% cotton twill baseball cap. In blue with a 
contrasting neon logo, team it with our logo button sold 
on page 8 for the look of a winner. 
2-DO154 oocnccciscocseccescersse ieee scueeace $11.95 each 


L. WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS 

Our line of Championship Belts is now complete with 
styles for the Champion, Intercontinental Champion and 
Tag Team Champion. Each belt is American made, 41- 
3/4" x 3", made of foam and plastic emblazoned with the 
championship title and our logos. Now you can hold 
each title, making yourself the best wrestling champion 
ever! Instructions included. 


PriC@d Ab sascccsecceressossrencoedbecsiedecuscscoedenecertecate $13.95 each 
06-00125 ones Championship Belt 
06-00138 .Intercontinental Belt 
06-00149....hcci ee ea Tag Team Belt 


M. HULK HOGAN™ KEY CHAIN 

Let the Hulkster keep hold of your keys with this coiled 
key chain. Flexible, made to fit wrists of all sizes, in 
Hulk's signature colors. 26-00110................ $4.95 each 


PARTY TIME 


_ A. WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
_ SUPERSTAR PARTY PACK 
Throw a ringside party with the party pack. Includes 
eight luncheon napkins, eight 7’ plates, eight hot/cold 
cups and one 54’ x 96" tablecover. Features your 
_ favorite Superstars designed to make yours the ‘champ’ 
_ ofall parties. 89-00152 ... ..$7.95 each pack 


B. SUPERSTAR PARTY EXTRAS 
_ Keep the party going with these party extras. Features 
eight invitiations, eight loot bags, eight blowouts and 
one 33-1/2" x 65° door decoration. A perfect addition to 
_ the Superstar Party Pack sold above. 
 89-00163 .. ..-$9.95 each 


_ C. SUPERSTARS CAKE PAN - [HKEE 
DESIGNS IN ONE PAN 

_ No party would be complete without your favorite 

Superstar making an appearance. Now you can choose 

_ to have Hulk Hogan, Macho Man Randy Savage or Big 

_ Boss Man join in the fun. One aluminum cake pan 

- comes complete with decorating instructions for all 

three Superstars. 19-00135 


_D. COOKIE CUTTER SET 
___ Our four-piece cookie cutter set includes molded shapes 
__ of Macho Man Randy Savage, Hulk Hogan, Big Boss 
_ Man and our logo. Bake a batch for the Superstars in 
your family! Made in USA. 
17-00139 $4.95 per set 
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A. MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE™ 
YOUTH-SIZED PAINTER'S CAP 

This colorful 100% cotton painter's cap features 
outrageous images for which the Macho Man is famous. 
Elastic insert to fit up to age 12. Imported. 

02-00162 cick eee: $5.95 each 


B. MY FIRST WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION® SUPERSTAR T-SHIRT 

This adorable 50/50 cotton/poly T-shirt is sized just for 
your little World Wrestling Federation Superstar. 
Machine washable, made in USA. 

PLiC@G At cescsssescessscecssenssosetsecentererseerecceereeocoeets $9.95 each 
Size Size 

2-4 01-01021. 6-8 01-01022 


Cc. HULK HOGAN™ WORKOUT BEAR 
Ready for the gym, this huggable, soft teddy bear is 


dressed in his workout wear. 15° tall, made of 100% 
acrylic plush. Our exclusive import. 


16-0015 ee eee ceecctacereriea: $19.95 each 
D. WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
SUPERSTAR SOCKS 


Put your best foot forward with socks featuring colorful 
graphics of Ultimate Warrior and Hulk Hogan. 
Cotton/acrylic/spandex/nylon blend. Choose from black 
or white. Imported. 

Priced ati ccccsccscssssueec ene eae sec eee $5.95 a pair 
Size White Black 

5 - 6-1/2 06-00209 06-00224 

6 - 8-1/2 06-00210 06-00225 

9-11 06-00211 06-00226 


E. MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE™ 

TEDDY BEAR 

Even someone as Macho as Randy Savage could not 
resist this soft, huggable teddy bear. Complete with 
Randy's trademark sunglasses, bandana and colorful 
costume, this 15" tall, 100% acrylic plush bear is our 
exclusive import. 

16-O01B4 voscscccesscessseceessssseseseeceecersesaeeeeosseess $19.95 each 


F. WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 
SUPERSTAR ADHESIVE STRIPS 

It's the World Wrestling Federation Superstars to the 
rescue with our official adhesive strips! Features 
Undertaker, Mr. Perfect, Macho Man Randy Savage and 
Bret "Hit Man" Hart. 25 strips per box. Made in USA. 
17200140 oooccceicciscecee ee $2.95 per box 


(203) 353-2800 


| World Wrestling 
| Federation® Superstar 
| cake pan and cookie 
cutters. See page 10 for 
’~detais on these and Ovner 
| party-time favorites. 


DON'T MISS OUT ON THE ACTION! ORDER TODAY! 


Dear World Wrestling Federation Fans: 


As part of our ongoing effort to bring you the most current selection of official World Wrestling Federation 
Merchandise, | am pleased to announce that we will now be updating our catalog four times a year - 
summer (that's this issue!), fall, winter and spring! 
Continue to look for the catalog in our magazine 
and programs. 


Mail in for a Free Merchandise Catalog. 


NAME 


Have a great Summer! 
Sincerely, 


husky Codang. 


Shirley’, Adams 


*See order form for details! 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


ZIP CODE 


STATE 


Mail to: World Wrestling Federation 
P.O. Box 6789, Stamford, CT 06902-6789, USA 


@Registered trademark of TitanSports, Inc. ©1993Titan Sports, Inc. All rights reserved. Hulk Hogan™ , Hulkamania™ and Hulkster™ are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc., 
licensed exclusively to TitanSports, Inc. All other distinctive character names and likenesses used herein are trademarks of TitanSports, Inc. Printed in USA. 


We 


V\—*guperstars "@3 
~ ICE CREAM BARS \CE 


Get a taste of the action with World Wrestling 
Federation Superstars Ice Cream Bars. Each bar packs a 
powerful taste...vanilla-flavored ice cream backed with a 
rich layer of chocolate, topped with a crunchy cookie 


featuring one of 12 World Wrestling Federation Superstars. 


Every box of World Wrestling Federation Superstars Ice 
Cream Bars includes a Superstars Greatest Moments 
trading card. Relive the Greatest Moments of Superstars 


© 1993 Titan Sports, Inc. Bret “Hit Man” Hart and his character 
likeness are trademarks of Titan Sports, Inc. All rights reserved. 


like Bret “Hit Man” Hart, Undertaker, Tatanka and 
Shawn Michaels. Be a part of a winning tradition 


y 


when you collect all 12 trading cards. 


There’s no match for World Wrestling Federation 
Superstars Ice Cream Bars...the taste that'll win you over 
every time. Make World Wrestling Federation Superstars 
Ice Cream Bars a part of your greatest moments. 


WV’ SUPERSTARS*§ 
IGE CREAM BAR 


BY LARRY HUMBER 


hink you know all 
there is to know 
about the late Andre 
the Giant? You can 
find out by trying 
our tribute to the 
Giant Trivia Quiz. 
There are five cat: 
egories of questions, 
followed by a spe- 
cial Tough Stuff sec- 
tion. The first five 
categories are 
for you to test 
your memory 
of the Giant. There 
are five questions in 
each of those five 
categories, for a to- 
tal of 25. 

Award yourself 
a point for every 
correct answer. If 
you get 20 or more, 
you'd no doubt im- 
press the Giant; 
over 15, not bad. 

The final catego- 
ry, Tough Stuff, will 
really have you 
searching back into 
your memory. 

The correct answers 
can be found in the 
back of this issue of 
Wrestling Spotlight. 


A GIANT OF A MAN 


From where did Andre hail? 
During his heyday, he tipped the scales at 
more than 400, 450 or 500 pounds? 


3 How many inches over 7 feet did he stand? 

4 Andre the Giant was known as what Wonder of 
the World? 

5 What many-time World Wrestling Federation 
Champion once said he "patterned his whole 
life" atter Andre? 

BATTLE OF THE TITANS 

6 Until he met Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania Ill, the 
Giant had never been defeated in 15 years in 
the ring. True or false? 

7 Andre held a physical edge over the Hulkster in 
every department but one. What was that? 

8 The first time Hulk tried to scoop the Giant for a 
bodyslam, what happened? 

9 What crushing move did Andre put on Hulk, al 
most causing his to pass out? 

10 Hulk did slam Andre later in the bout, then fin- 
ished him off with what patented move? 

OTHER CHALLENGES 

11 With whom did Andre the Giant tangle at 
WrestleMania 1? 

12 At WrestleMania 2, Andre was the winner of a 
battle royal that involved stars of what league? 

13 Andre suffered the same fate at both Wrestle- 
Mania IV and V. What was that? 

14. What title did he relinquish at WrestleMania Vie 

15 What championship belt did the Giant get his 


hands on at WrestleMania Vil (he cracked it 
over Mr. Perfect’s head)? 


UNDER THE INFLUENCE 


16 
17 
18 


19 


The Giant hooked up with what manipulative 
manager on the eve of WrestleMania Ill¢ 

Not long before WrestleMania IV, Andre’s con- 
tract was purchased by whom? 

When Andre returned to the Federation after 
WrestleMania VII, he was sought after by many 
managers. He turned down the first one, who'd 
already done him wrong. Who was that? 

Andre also rejected Sensational Sherri and Mr. 
Fuji. How did he show that he didn’t want any 
part of them? 


20 Jimmy "Mouth of the South” Hart also pursued 


the Giant. When he couldn't interest him, whom 
did he send after Andre? 


A GENTLE GIANT, AFTER ALL 


21 


When Hulk first won the Championship, Andre 


was there to congratulate him. How? 

Andre was once the subject of a touching profile 
in what national sports magazine? 

Andre played a softhearted giant in what Rob 
Reiner film? 

What animals did he raise on his sprawling 
farm in North Carolina? 

As befitted a Frenchman, he also had a collec- 
tion of fine what? 


TOUGH STUFF 


a) 


b) 


d 


e) 


When Andre first came to North America, he 
was based in what French-speaking city (hint: it's 
in Canada)? 

Once advertised in our Merchandise Catalog 
was an Andre-sized T-shirt. It was signed by An- 
dre and also decorated with what? 

In what month in 1988 did Andre the Giant ap- 
pear alone on the cover of World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine? 

What future champion was the last man in the 
ring with Andre at WrestleMania 2¢ 

Do you remember what name Andre went by in 
the film referred to in question 23? 


$e 
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“the ring. This ‘complete 
| integrated system is 
tailored to my individual 
needs and demands. 
ICOPRO helps to prepare 
me for victory! 99 


BRET HART 


Just like Bret "Hit Man" Hart, not everyone trains the same. Some 
people train six days a week; others have time for only three or four 
workouts. The ICOPRO” Professional Bodybuilding Program is 
designed to provide detailed workouts no matter what your level of 
experience may be or what your schedule allows. 

The ICOPRO Professional Bodybuilding Program is the result of 
years of scientific research by top sports scientists combined with the 
experience of professional athletes who live in the trenches of tough, 
grueling workouts. For the first time, ICOPRO™ offers you the 
opportunity to build incredible lean muscle mass in just nine weeks, 

The ICOPRO Professional Bodybuilding Program splits your 
workouts into three levels of intensity because science shows us that you 
can't always train hard. You have to balance periods of high-intensity 
training with periods of low-intensity training. As a result, the program 
has you alternate between your A, low-intensity; B, medium-intensity; and 
C, high-intensity training sessions. Only the ICOPRO Professional 
Bodybuilding Program provides you with day-to-day workouts for each 
day of your nine-week program. This is a step-by-step guide to massive 
muscles and power! 

The ICOPRO Professional Bodybuilding Program not only shows you 
how to train but also answers all your questions about proper nutrition. 
When should you eat? What should you eat? How much should you eat? 
All the answers to these questions and more are incorporated into the 
program. The ICOPRO Professional Bodybuilding Program provides extensive 
nutritional information designed to help you build and retain lean muscle mass. 

The eight nutritional supplements contained in each ICOPRO 
Professional Bodybuilding Program are the most technologically advanced 
supplements available anywhere - ICOPRO Superproteins™, powerful 
herbs, perfectly balanced vitamins and minerals, aromatherapy and more. 

Whether you've been training for years, months or you are just 
starting out, this program is designed for you. It's easy to use and 
perfectly safe. 

With the ICOPRO Professional Bodybuilding Program, no longer are 
you training on your own. No longer do you have to rely on trial and 
error. ICOPRO takes the guesswork out of your workouts. ICOPRO is 
more than simple "pills and powders." It's a complete approach to 
training, integrating all phases of conditioning to build your body not only 
to its greatest potential but beyond! ICOPRO You've gotta want it!™ 


INTEGRATED CONDITIONING PROGRAMS 


You've go 


ICOPRO™, ICOPRO You've gotta want it™, ICOPRO Superprotein™ and all ICOPRO™ Product names: and Logos are Trademarks of TitanSports, Inc. ©1992 TitanSports, Inc.All Rights Reserved. * 


¢ 


Each ICOPRO™ Professional Bodybuilding Program contains the following: 
“The exclusive 75-page interactive training manual complete 
with daily workouts, chronobiological clocks and proper nutrition for 
adding lean muscle mass. 
*A pull-out exercise chart fully illustrated with detailed explanations 
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entertainment talent. He appeared in many network television 
series and in several popular motion pictures. His initial taste of 
Hollywood occurred in the mid-1970s, when he portrayed a 
Sasquatch in the popular television series The Six Million Dollar 
Man. Andre had the opportunity to work side-by-side with the 
series’ star, Lee Majors. 

Andre then made guest appearances in BJ. and the Bear 
and The Fall Guy, another series in which Majors starred. 

Andre’s next venture was a big one. In 1985, he was fea- 
tured in Columbia Pictures’ release of Micki and’ Maude, a mo- 
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tion picture that featured Dudley Moore, 
Amy Irving and Richard Mulligan. Along with Andre, Micki and 
Maude highlighted other wrestlers such as Big John Studd, Chief 
Jay Strongbow and former competitor H.B. Haggerty. 

His role in Micki and Maude prompted the movie industry to 
keep its eyes on the Giant. In 1988, Andre landed a memorable 
role in The Princess Bride, which was produced by the award- 
winning filmmaker Rob Reiner, who was once known as “Meat- 
head” Mike Stivic on All in the Family with Carroll O'Connor. 

In The Princess Bride, Reiner produced a wonderful movie 

that had action, suspense, comedy and romance. Andre played 
the part of Fezzik, a gigantic thug who was allegedly “unem- 
ployed in Greenland” before he joined a gang of cutthroats. 
Andre appeared with a variety of top-notch talent, including 
actor/comedian Billy Crystal and Peter Falk, an actor who eamed 
his stripes by portraying Detective Columbo in the television 
series of the same name. 
Andre, along with the entire cast and crew, traveled to some 
of England’s most picturesque regions to complete the shooting 
of The Princess Bride. The movie opened in mid-1988 and was 
one of the most memorable flicks of the year. 

In fact, many people—especially those who were close to 
Andre later would say the Giant's character in The Princess Bride 
was as memorable as the big man himself. He made some peo- 
ple cry, he made others laugh and he made everyone who 
watched the film enjoy themselves a little more. WW" 
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hen fans remember Andre the 

Giant, they think of his champi- 

onship battle with Hulk Hogan in 

front of over 90,000 fans at 

WrestleMania Ill, his tag team ti- 
tle reign with Haku and his absolute dominance 
in numerous battle royals. 

But Andre’s friend Frenchy Bernard most 
vividly recalls an episode that never made its way 
into the headlines. 

“Aneighbor had gotten out of the hospital af- 
ter heart surgery,” says Bernard, manager of An- 
dre’s Ellerbe, North Carolina, 230-acre cattle 
ranch. “Andre.was worried about her. He was 
afraid she wouldn't he able to get around. When- 
ever he'd talk to me, he’d ask how she was do- 
ing: Finally, he went out and bought her a Honda 
three-wheeler. He didn’t care about the money. 
He just wanted her to get better and he as com- 
fortable as she was before her surgery.” 

Away from the screaming hordes, the auto- 
graph seekers and the glittering Hollywood sets, 
Andre was in many ways like other people, a 
man who enjoyed being host to friends at restav- 
rants and night clubs, playing with his dogs and 
sitting at home and watching his three favorite 
television shows, The Jeffersons, Wheel of For- 
tune and The Price is Right. 

Andre also had a sophisticated side. He was 
cultured, with a taste for the finer things in life, 
such as gourmet food. His appetite was leg- 
endary. Dining in a Chinese restaurant with Sgt. 
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Slaughter, for instance, he ordered eight different 
dinners, which took two waitresses to serve. 

He was also very sensitive, and as he grew 
older, he didn’t always relish the attention that 
accompanied being one of the most recognizable 
celebrities in the world. Any place Andre went in 
public, he drew crowds. He deeply appreciated his 
fans, but having people gawk at him, even in 
awe, wore thin after a while. 

“Even though he was a big, tough man, he 
still felt the things that everybody else does,” 
Bernard reminisces. “And nobody likes to be 
stared at when he's sitting in a restaurant, having 
a bow! of soup or a sandwich.” 

Andre especially disliked rudeness. Eventual- 

‘ly, he learned that a good defense against those 


tee who intruded upon him in a rude fashion ; 
Ms to totally ignore them. It wos not his nature = 
to hurt people's feelings, but sometimes he hod 

to for his own protection, « fact of life that he 


by fellow wrestlers, was born Andre Rene Rousi-- 


moff May 19, 1946, in Grenoble, France, Unlike 
a his two brothers and two'sisters—who are of av- es 
erage size—young Andre, because of an abnor- 


te 


mal secretion of human: growth hormone,. grew 


incredibly fast and exhibited remarkable displays 
_of power. By the time he was 12, he was already 
6-foot-3 and was a terror on the soccer and rug: 
by fields. Surprisingly quick for his proportions, 


Andre at one time considered a boxing career » 
and even took’up fist- fighting while roy 
~~ with a circus in France. 


As a young man, Andre worked for a compa- 
ny that specialized in moving heav 
equipment and as a bodyguard. Then, i 
1960s, he began his career as a professional 
wrestler in his native land. Soon he was well- 
known through Europe and in Japan, where he 
quickly became an idol. In 1971, the Giant ar- 
rived in Montreal to continue his career based in 
North America. 

In Canada, Andre often served as a special 
referee to maintain order in tough tag team 
matches. Soon he became known for one of his 


Every spring, Andre threw big 
parties, celebrating “The 
Branding of the Cattle,” in 
which new calves were given 
the symbol of his ranch. 


“the Boss,” ‘ashe was offecoatly kn ine 


trademarks—winning the battle royal. His ‘ist * engaging the young athlete in conversation. De- 


match in the United States was in 1971 against 


Larry “The Ax" Hennig, father of Curt Hennig, 


who is known as Mr Perfect. 

Frenchy Bernard first met Andre that same 
year in New Orleans. Frenchy was a referee; An- 
dre, the most famous attraction in professional 
wrestling. Interestingly, the promoter was LeRoy 
McGuirk—father of current World Wrestling Fed- 
eration ring announcer Mike McGuirk. 

“Andre could hardly speak English back 
then,” says Bernard, a native of French-speaking 
Quebec. “But he could communicate in his own 
way. He was always smiling, and he made it a 
point to shake hands with everybody in the 
dressing room. He was a happy person, and he 
made you happy just being around him.” 

Because Bernard was not slated to referee 
Andre’s match, he saw no conflict of interest in 


lighted to meet someone who spoke his lan- 


“guage, Andre promised that he would stay in 


touch with the official. 


~ “My wife and | were living in Florida,” 


Bernard recounts, “and Andre would call us 
whenever he was in town, just to talk, Andre al- 
ways had a hard time traveling because he was 
too big for most cars. A friend of mine owned a 
limo, and whenever Andre was in my area, | ar- 
ranged for him to be chauffeured around. He 
never forgot this. We became good friends, and 
he was more generous than anyone I'd ever met 
in my life. Wherever we went, as soon as I'd try 
to pay for something, he'd stop me. His hand was 
always in his pocket.” 

Soon, Andre was a regular guest at Bernard 
and his wife Jackie's home. “We were living in a 
small trailer, but he loved coming by,” Bernard 
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“HE WAS ATWAYS SMILING, AND HE MADEAT A 
POINT TO SHAKE HANDS WITH EVERYBODY IN THE 
"DRESSING ROOM. HE WAS.A HAPPY PERSON, AND 
~ HE MADE YOU HAPPY JUST BEING AROUND HIM.” 


says. “My wife wouldimake hia é home-cooked 
meal or we'd have-a barbecue, and he really ap- 


- pretiated it. We'd sit outside, tell jokes and laugh 


ugh. After being on the road so much— 


Bernard would receive flowers 
from the Giant soon after his departure. 

By 1980, Andre had made-a fortune in the 
“squared circle and was looking to purchase a 
large piece of property where he could relax and 
enjoy life's simple pleasures. He found the ranch 
in Ellerbe, North Carolina, and come up with a 
plan to raise Texas longhorn cattle. As an addi- 
tional bonus for his painful labors between the 
ropes, he built a wine cellar to make any French 
connoisseur of the grape envious. 


~ Bernard and his wife were invited to. move 
onto the property, overseeing operations-while 


Andre was away. “When=Andre would come 


home...those were the happiest times,” Bernard 


‘says. An animal lover, Andre would parade 


around the ranch with a miniature dog in each 


~ hand. He'd cruise about in a three-wheeler, ac- 


companied by Gypsy, the Dalmatian Andre nick- 
named “The Bulldozer” after it knocked over fur- 
niture in the main house as @-a puppy. 

Andre’s farmhouse was truly the home of a 
giant. Furniture and equipment were specially 
made for his size. The water faucets in the bath- 
room were'so large that some guests had to use 
two hands to turn them. 

The element of surprise was one aspect of An- 
dre’s personal style renowned in Ellerbe. One par- 
ficularly hot July 4th, Andre suddenly turned up 
at the local Lion’s Club and spent four hours in 


the sweltering building, signing autographs for - 
admiring townspeople. After trips to Eyrope and 
Japan, he would return with his arms filled with 
gifts for neighbors. 


Andre was enriched by his world travels. His < 


appetite was legendary. He was a keen observer 
of the countries he saw and sometimes enjoyed 
telling. his friends of-unusual experiences, such 
as—many years ago—serving as grand mar- 
shal of a parade in Baghdad. 

Given that he was such a globetrotter, there is 
a touching irony that his moment of death came 
not in the United States, Japan, Canada or any of 
the myriad other places he visited, but in the land 
of his birth. 

Andre’s death touched many people around 
the world. In Germany, for instance, some people 
posted signs in mourning that said, “In Memory 
of Andre the Giant.” WAF" 


The answers to questions 1-25 are: A GIANT OF A MAN 1) Grenoble, France, 2) 500 pounds, 3) five, 4) the Eighth, 5) Hulk Hogan. 
BATTLE OF THE TITANS 6) true, 7) arms—Hulk's were bigger, 8) Hogan went down with Andre atop him, 9) a bear hug, 10) his leg- 
drop. OTHER CHALLENGES 11) Big John Studd, 12) the National Football League, 13) he was disqualified both times, 14) the Tag 
Team Title, which he then co-held, 15) the Intercontinental Belt. UNDER THE INFLUENCE 16) Bobby "The Brain" Heenan, 17) Ted 
DiBiase, 18) Heenan, 19) he spanked Sherri and pushed Fyji's face in a plate of rice, 20) Earthquake. A GENTLE GIANT, AFTER ALL 
21) he doused him with champagne, 22) Sports Illustrated, 23) The Princess Bride, 24) horses, 25) wines. 


TOUGH STUFF answers are: a) Montreal, b) his hand and footprints, c) March, d) Bret “Hit Man” Hart, e) Fezzik. 


sg» 


Peep ee ’ 
Eh gg OE, 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


Two-time World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Champion Macho Man 
Randy Savage probably sum- 
marized Andre the Giant's ring 
style best: “Free choice went 
flying right out the window 
_ when you faced off with Andre. 
Whatever the Giant wanted you 
to do, you did.” 

Anyone who ever stood 
across the ring from the mas- 
sive Frenchman can tell tales of 
his incredible strength and res- 
olute thinking. A gentleman 
outside the ring, the “Eighth 
Wonder of the World” became 
an immovable, perilous force 
when he decided that you were 
his enemy. And—whether An- 
dre’s aim was to toss you into 
the second row or slam you 
through the canvas—there was 
little that you could do to 
change his strategy. 

Simply locking up with the 
man-mountain was an invita- 
tion to disaster. It was nearly 
impossible to budge Andre, 
and he could power you into 
the ropes or onto the canvas by 
shifting his body ever so 
slightly. Attempting a shoulder- 
block on the Giant was sheer 
foolishness. “Why not just 
back up a couple of steps and 
run into the side of a truck?” 
Savage elaborated. 

Andre was one of an elite 
brand of competitors—ike the 
Narcissist Lex Luger, the Un- 
dertaker and Giant Gonzales— 
who could use maneuvers 
such as bodyslams and gorilla 
presses as finishers. “Let me 
put it this way,” said World 
Wrestling Federation Champi- 
on Bret “Hit Man” Hart, one of 


the last men eliminated by An- 
dre during WrestleMania 2's 
legendary battle royal. “When 
Andre held you over his head, 
it seemed as if you were in the 
clutches of a crane. Now imag- 
ine what it's like to be dropped 
by a crane. That's the kind of 
impact Andre had.” 

In his younger days, Andre 
boasted a good deal of agility 
and amateur wrestling ability. 
He could slide to the rear of a 
foe and dazzle him with a go- 
behind take-down, then 
squeeze the breath out of him 
with a dangerous body scis- 
sors. AS a combatant charged 
at him, Andre would hit the 
mat, prop up his legs and use a 
monkey flip to launch the an- 
tagonist into another galaxy. 


Andre, or “The Boss” as his 
friends called him, was one 
of the Federation’s most 
competitive superstars. 
Over the years, he has 
waged epic wars against 
some of the all-time greats 
such as Jim Duggan, four- 
time Champion Hulk Hogan 
and Bobby Heenan. 
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| a tag team match, he'd 
_ fab one adversary and shot- 

put him into his partner. His 

hard chops to the throat were 
d to the blow of a 
ball. More than one 
aid he'd rather endure 
jun blast than a kneelift 


; nate enough to end up 
_ 0n the mat after a combination 


_ of these moves, Andre might 
to off with an inhuman 


_ commonly described as the 


binbe the 1990 Royal 


/ Reese aoainst the Hulkster 
and the Macho Man. 


avalanche, the big foot and the 
full nelson. The Giant's: ava- 
lanche—sometimes applied 
on more than one man at a 
time during a tag team match 
or battle royal—was “not 
unlike being ironed against the 
turnbuckles,” according to one 
former opponent. Experts spec- 
ulated that the big foot—an 
Irish whip into the ropes fol- 
lowed by a foot to the face— 
was perhaps the most devastat- 
ing of its kind. His full nelson 
—a relatively standard maneu- 
ver when applied by a average- 
size wrestler—almost always 
guaranteed a visit to the chiro- 
practor the next day. In one 
opponent's words, “My spine 
was curved so bad | thought 
that he'd snapped me in two.” 

Even his most vicious rivals 
tend not to dwell on the shock 
of his blows. “Andre was one 
in a million,” Randy Savage 
said. “Needless to Say, it wasn't 
real pleasant being in the ring 
with him. But if that was the 
way | had to meet Andre the Gi- 
ant, it's better than never having 
met him at all.” WF 
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